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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA 

1:21-CV-758-CCE-JEP 

SEAN NEVILLE, AS 
ADMINISTRATOR OF THE STATE 
OF JOHN ELLIOTT NEVILLE, 

Plaintiff, 

v. 

WELLPATH LLC; MICHELLE L. 
HEUGHINS, RN, in her individual and 
official capacity; BOBBY F. 
KIMBROUGH, JR., SHERIFF of 
FORSYTH COUNTY in his individual 
and official capacity; LAVETTE 
MARIA WILLIAMS, LIEUTENANT 
with the Forsyth County Sheriff’s 
Department, in her individual and 
official capacity; EDWARD JOSEPH 
ROUSSEL, CORPORAL with the 
Forsyth County Sheriff’s Department, 
in his individual and official capacity; 
SARAH ELIZABETH POOLE, 
Detention Officer with the Forsyth 
County Sheriff’s Department, in her 
individual and official capacity; 
CHRISTOPHER BRYAN STAMPER, 
Detention Officer with the Forsyth 
County Sheriff’s Department, in his 
individual and official capacity; 
ANTONIO MAURICE WOODLEY, 
Detention Officer with the Forsyth 
County Sheriff’s Department, in his 
individual and official capacity; and 
FORSYTH COUNTY, 

)  
)  
)  
)  
)  
)  
)  
)  
)  
)  
)  
)  
)  
)  
)  
)  
)  
)  
)  
)  
)  
)  
)  
)  
)  
)  
)  
)  
)  
)  
)  
)  
)  

 )  

CONSENT MOTION TO APPROVE  
SETTLEMENT 

 
Plaintiff and Defendants Bobby F. Kimbrough, Jr., Sheriff of Forsyth County in his 

individual and official capacity, Lavette Maria Williams, Lieutenant with the Forsyth 
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County Sheriff’s Department, in her individual and official capacity, Edward Joseph 

Roussel, Corporal with the Forsyth County Sheriff’s Department, in his individual and 

official capacity, Sarah Elizabeth Poole, Detention Officer with the Forsyth County 

Sheriff’s Department, in her individual and official capacity, Christopher Bryan Stamper, 

Detention Officer with the Forsyth County Sheriff’s Department, in his individual and 

official capacity, Antonio Maurice Woodley, Detention Officer with the Forsyth County 

Sheriff’s Department, in his individual and official capacity, and Forsyth County 

(hereinafter “Defendants”), by and through counsel, and pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 28A-

13-3(a)(15), N.C. Gen. Stat. § 28A-13-3(a)(23), and N.C. Gen. Stat. § 28A-18-2, 

respectfully submit the following Motion to Approve Settlement between the Plaintiff and 

Defendants (hereinafter sometimes referred to as “Parties”). In support of this Motion, the 

Parties state as follows: 

1. The underlying action arises out of the death of Plaintiff’s decedent, John 

Elliott Neville. The details of the incident are more fully described in the Complaint. [D.E. 

1] 

2. Defendant Kimbrough is the Sheriff of Forsyth County. Defendant Williams 

was a Lieutenant and supervisor at the Forsyth County Detention Center. Defendant 

Roussel was a Corporal and supervisor at the Detention Center. Defendants Poole, 

Stamper, and Woodley were Detention Officers at the Detention Center and were on duty 

the night of the incident. 
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3. The Parties engaged in a mediation on April 19, 2022, and a settlement was 

reached between the Plaintiff and Defendants who are parties to this motion. No settlement 

was reached with Defendants Wellpath, LLC or Michelle Heughins, and they are not a part 

of this Motion. 

4. Sean Neville is son of John Elliot Neville and is the duly appointed 

administrator of the Estate of John Elliott Neville in Guilford County Estate file 2020 E 

001815. Sean Neville is son of John Elliott Neville and is a beneficiary of the decedent’s 

estate. 

5. Brienne Neville is the daughter of John Elliott Neville and is a beneficiary of 

the decedent’s estate. 

6. Kristopher Brown Neville is the son of John Elliott Neville and is a 

beneficiary of the decedent’s estate. 

7. There are no other beneficiaries of the decedent’s estate. 

8. Under the proposed settlement, the Defendants, by and through their 

insurance carrier, Travelers Insurance Company, agree to pay to the Plaintiff the total sum 

of $3,000,000.00 in full and final satisfaction of all claims that were or could have been 

alleged against them. The terms of the settlement are memorialized in the attached 

“Settlement Agreement and Release.” 

9. Pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 28A-13-3(a)(15), the Administrator has 

determined settlement of this action is in the best interest of the Estate. 
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10. Pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 28A-13-3(a)(23), this settlement is therefore 

subject to the approval of the judge of this Court, having jurisdiction over this action. 

11. Pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. §28A-18-2(a), a recovery in a wrongful death 

claim shall be disposed of as provided in the Intestate Succession Act. 

12. This settlement is fair and reasonable, and it is in the best interest of the Estate 

and its beneficiaries that this settlement be approved. 

WHEREFORE, the Parties request that the Court approve the settlement and 

proposed disbursements, issue the Consent Order, allow the parties to file a Stipulation of 

Dismissal With Prejudice, and grant such other and further relief as may be just and proper. 

This the 25th day of May, 2022. 

KILPATRICK TOWNSEND & STOCKTON LLP 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 

 
BY: s/Richard J. Keshian 
 Richard J. Keshian 

N.C. Bar No. 10681 
Whitney R. Pakalka 
N.C. Bar No. 52611 
Starling Underwood 
N.C. Bar No. 40139 
1001 W. Fourth Street 
Winston Salem, NC 27101 
Telephone: 336-607-7300 
Facsimile: 336-607-7500 
Email: rkeshian@kilpatricktownsend.com  

 wpakalka@kilpatricktownsend.com  
        sunderwood@kilpatricktownsend.com  
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BROWN CRUMP VANORE & TIERNEY, 
PLLC Attorney for Defendant Lavette Maria 
Williams 

BY: s/Derek M. Crump  
Email: dcrump@bcvtlaw.com  

s/Noel K. Demeney 
Email: ndemeny@bcvtlaw.com  
PO Box 1729 
Raleigh, NC 27602-1729  
Telephone: 919-835-0909  
Facsimile: 919-835-0915 

CRANFILL SUMNER AND HARTZOG, L.L.P. 
Attorney for Defendants Sarah Elizabeth Poole, 
Christopher Bryan Stamper, and Antonio Maurice 
Woodley 

BY: s/Patrick H. Flanagan  
Email: phf@cshlaw.com  
PO Box 30787 
Charlotte, NC 28230  
Telephone: 704-332-8300  
Facsimile: 704-332-9994 

FRAZIER HILL & FURY, RLLP 
Attorney for Defendant Edward Joseph Rousse 

BY: s/William L. Hill  
Email: whill@frazierlawnc.com  
PO Drawer 1559 
Greensboro, NC 27402  
Telephone: 336-378-9411  
Facsimile: 336-274-7358 

SUMRELL SUGG, P.A. 
Attorneys for Defendant Forsyth County 

BY: s/Scott C. Hart 
State Bar No. 19060 
Email: shart@nclawyers.com  
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Post Office Drawer 889 
New Bern, North Carolina 28563 
Telephone: (252) 633-3131 
Facsimile: (252) 633-3507 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA 

1:21-CV-758-CCE-JEP 

SEAN NEVILLE, AS 
ADMINISTRATOR OF THE STATE OF 
JOHN ELLIOTT NEVILLE, 

Plaintiff, 

  v. 

WELLPATH LLC; MICHELLE L. 
HEUGHINS, RN, in her individual and 
official capacity; BOBBY F. 
KIMBROUGH, JR., SHERIFF of 
FORSYTH COUNTY in his individual 
and official capacity; LAVETTE 
MARIA WILLIAMS, LIEUTENANT 
with the Forsyth County Sheriff’s 
Department, in her individual and 
official capacity; EDWARD JOSEPH 
ROUSSEL, CORPORAL with the 
Forsyth County Sheriff’s Department, in 
his individual and official capacity; 
SARAH ELIZABETH POOLE, 
Detention Officer with the Forsyth 
County Sheriff’s Department, in her 
individual and official capacity; 
CHRISTOPHER BRYAN STAMPER, 
Detention Officer with the Forsyth 
County Sheriff’s Department, in his 
individual and official capacity; 
ANTONIO MAURICE WOODLEY, 
Detention Officer with the Forsyth 
County Sheriff’s Department, in his 
individual and official capacity; and 
FORSYTH COUNTY, 

   Defendants. 

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)  

(PROPOSED) ORDER APPROVING 
SETTLEMENT 

 
THIS CAUSE COMING before the Court on the Consent Motion to Approve 

Settlement (“Motion”), filed pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 28A–13–3(a)(15), N.C. Gen. 
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Stat. § 28A-13-3(a)(23), and N.C. Gen. Stat. § 28A–18–2, by Plaintiff and Defendants, 

Bobby F. Kimbrough, JR., Sheriff of Forsyth County in his individual and official capacity, 

Lavette Maria Williams, Lieutenant with the Forsyth County Sheriff’s Department, in her 

individual and official capacity, Edward Joseph Roussel, Corporal with the Forsyth County 

Sheriff’s Department, in his individual and official capacity, Sarah Elizabeth Poole, 

Detention Officer with the Forsyth County Sheriff’s Department, in her individual and 

official capacity, Christopher Bryan Stamper, Detention Officer with the Forsyth County 

Sheriff’s Department, in his individual and official capacity, Antonio Maurice Woodley, 

Detention Officer with the Forsyth County Sheriff’s Department, in his individual and 

official capacity, and Forsyth County (hereinafter “Defendants”). The Plaintiff and 

Defendants are sometimes hereinafter referred to as “Parties.” 

AND IT APPEARING to the Court that:  

1. Plaintiff has been duly appointed as Administrator of the Estate of John 

Elliott Neville (the “Estate”) by the Clerk of Superior Court of Guilford County in File 

2020 E 001815, and that this appointment remains in full force and effect; 

2. Plaintiff has made a claim on behalf of the Estate against the Defendants who 

are parties to the settlement and other non-settling parties to recover for the wrongful death 

of the decedent, John Elliott Neville, in accordance with the provisions of N. C. Gen. Stat. 

§ 28A–18–2. The details of the claims are more fully described in the Complaint. [D.E. 1]; 

3. This is a disputed claim, and that although Defendants deny liability and 

causation have, Defendants have nevertheless offered, and Plaintiff has accepted, the 
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amount of money offered in order to settle all claims made against these Defendants by the 

Estate; 

4. This settlement does not affect in any way the claims asserted by the Estate 

against Wellpath LLC and Michelle L. Heughins; 

5. The legal beneficiaries of the Estate are all adults who have signed a 

settlement agreement pursuant to N. C. Gen. Stat. § 28A–13–3(a)(23); 

6. The Parties seek the Court’s approval of this settlement; 

7. Plaintiff, as the Administrator and acting in the best interest of those persons 

entitled to receive such damages, has agreed to accept such proposed amount in full 

settlement of such claim for wrongful death, releasing only these Defendants; 

8. The Parties have submitted and proposed such settlement to this Court for its 

consideration and its sanction and approval in order that such settlement may be valid and 

binding for all purposes and according to law; and 

9. The Parties’ attorneys have authority to consent to this Order on behalf of 

their respective clients and have so consented.  

WHEREFORE, THE COURT having considered the Motion, and having 

ascertained that the Administrator of the Estate, Sean Neville, understands that this 

settlement is final as to these Defendants only and has approved and does approve the same, 

now finds as a fact that the above-described settlement is fair and just and in the best 

interest of the Estate of John Elliott Neville, and the Court does hereby GRANT the 

Consent Motion to Approve Settlement.  
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Plaintiff will file a Stipulation of Dismissal of claims against the settling Defendants 

only within ten (10) days of this Order. Nothing in this Order shall release or affect in any 

way the Estate’s claims against Wellpath LLC or Michelle L. Heughins, or any judgment, 

or satisfaction of any judgment as to those non-settling defendants. 

IT IS SO ORDERED 
 

Signed this the day of June 2022. 

       
Catherine Eagles 
United States District Judge 
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